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The first light of the first day ot the Thai Year 2543 (Buddhist Era or
B.E.), will be marked by a flowering of every human mind, because a
Millennium of World Pecace has begun.  From now on people of all
nations speaking all languages will together build the real peace of the
world, which will gracdually be strengthened and stabilized. Their legacy
of peace will be handed over to and cherished by future generations.

The 1st of January 2000 is United Natons World Peace Day. Gov-
crnments, international organizations, civil society organizations, private
corporations and individuals are globally celebrating the new Millennium
and the beginning of the International Year for the Culture of Peace.
Hundreds of millions of people around the world in 188 countries will
form the greatest peace network in history to proclaim One Day in Peace.
Certamly. this is ol historical importance for the world.

The Dhammakaya Foundation. jointly with United Nations Millen-
nium Forum, has organized a Peace Candle-Lighting Ceremony on the
orounds of Dhammakaya Cetiya outside of Bangkok (Thailand) on the
night of 31 December 1999 at 23.59 p.m. More than 200,000 people will
come together to light up a Flame of Peace as a Beacon to the World. As
part ol the mternational special activities for peace, United Nations Sec-
retary-General Mr. Koli Annan has kindly provided us a video ol his
Message for the New Millennium, which will be broadcast at the stroke of
midnight. IFollowing the Secretary-Generals address, messages ol peace
from Nobel Peace Prize laureates will be read. including those [rom
lormer President ol Poland, His Excellency Mr. Lech Walesa and [ormer
President ol Costa Rica, His Excellency Dr. Oscar Arias. A message {rom
Dr. Robert Muller, Chancellor Emeritus, University for Peace of the United
Nauons, and former Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations
will also be broadcast, furthermore, the messages from several NPO or-
ganisations sending for the celebrating such as Jubillennium, World Peace
Prayer elc.

The Dhammakaya Foundation, a pr lvate organization promoting World
Peace through Inner Peace, is organizing the ceremony as a co-sponsor ol
similar activities mvolving over 1,000 million people around the world.
The jont objective 1s to announce that building world peace 1s the wish
of people throughout the world.

The persons who carelully light the candles will pass on their hopes
and desires of world peace based on the inner peace that they have
achieved. Those wishes will be extended to the hearts and minds of other
persons around the world. Over time the valuable lesson for human
beings to learn 18 that “True World Peace will only come through Inner
Peace.”

The wishes of human beings being shared on this occasion will
support the various efforts throughout the world to achieve peace and
love [orever. Most importantly, this great knowledge will be passed on
and inculcated in younger generations, who will come (o take responsibil-
ity lor nurturing peace and happiness in our world forever.
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Millennium Messages To Phrarajbhavanavisudh; The President of Dhammakaya Foundation and 200,000 participants
At The Peace Candle Lighting Ceremony In Celebration of the International Year for the Culture of Peace and One Day in Peace Proclaimed by the

United Nations On 31 December 1999 - 1 January 2000

Organized by : UN/NGOs around the World Hosted in Thailand by Wat Phra Dhammakaya and Dhammakaya Foundation, Thailand (Accredited UN/

NGO since 1986)

In cooperation with: Millennium People’s Assembly Network, Millennium Forum, Jubillenium One day Foundation and United Religions Initiative



Z DAWN OF PEACE

The message from
H.E. Mr. Kofi Annan,
Secretary-General of

United Nation

31 December 1999

Dear friends all over the world.Today
we celebrate a special New Year with a
momentous number: the Year Two
Thousand.As we move into a new Mil-
lennium, we have much to be thankful
for. Most of the world is at peace.
Most of us are better educated than
our parents or grandparents. and can
expect to live longer lives. with greater
freedom and a wider range of choices.
A new century brings new hope, but
can also bring new dangers - or old
ones in a new and alarming form. Some of us fear seeing our jobs and our
way of life destroyed by economic change. Others fear the spread of
bigotry. violence or disease. Others still are more worried that human
activities may be ruining the global environment on which our life depends.

No one knows for sure how serious each of these dangers will be.
But one thing they have in common: they do not respect state frontiers.
Even the strongest state. acting alone. may be unable to protect its citizens
against them. More than ever in human history. we all share a common
destiny. We can master it only if we face it together.

And that. my friends. is why we have the United Nations. Through the
United Nations, we are working together to preserve peace; to outlaw

weapons that kill and maim indiscriminately: to bring mass murderers and
war criminals to justice.

Through the United Nations. we are working together to defeat AIDS
and other epidemics: to control climate change: to make clean air and

water available to everyone.

Through the United Nations. we are working together to ensure that
the new global market benefits all of us. allowing the poor to lift themselves
out of poverty.

Through the United Nations. we are working together to make human
rights a reality for everyone - to give all human beings real choices in life.
and a real say in decisions that affect their lives.

In all these areas and more. the United Nations is working for you.
But it can do little without you. After all, it belongs to you - to all the
peoples of the world. And therefore it can work much better with your help
and your ideas.

My friends. the new millennium need not be a time of fear or anxiety.
It we work together and have faith in our own abilities. it can be a time of
hope and opportunity. fts up to us to make it so.

Happy New Year!

Biographical Note: Mr. Kofi Annan of Ghana, the seventh Secretary-General of
the United Nations, began his term on 1 January 1997. The Secretary-(Generals
main priorities have been: to revitalize the United Nations through a comprehensive
reform programme: to strengthen the Organizations work for peace and develop-
ment; to encourage and advocate human rights. the rule of law and the universal
values of equality, tolerance and human dignity. and to “bring the United Nations
closer to the people.” He is the first Secretary-General to be appointed from the
ranks of United Nations staff. Before being appointed Secretary-General. he served
as Assistant-Secretary-General for Human Resources Management and Under-
Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations.

Mr. Annan. 61 years old. completed his studies in Ghana. and received his
undergraduate degree in economics at Macalester College in Minnesota in 1961.
He undertook graduate studies in economics in Geneva. Switzerland and earned a
Master of Science degree in management at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. He is fluent in English. French and several African languages. He is
married to Nane Annan, of Sweden. a lawyer and an artist. They have three

children.
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Message from

H.E. Lech Walesa

Former President of
the Republic of Poland
President of the LECH INSTITUTE
Nobel Peace Laureate 1983
December 14,1999

The year 2000 must open the new ‘Era
of World Peace’. We should realise that
not all of us count time in the same
way. Muslims for instance count time
from the moment of Mohammeds |our-
ney to Mekka and Medina; Jewish peo-
ple from his destruction of their big-
gest Temple in Jerusalem, Buddhists
from the time when Lord Buddha
passed away. Christians count their time

in a different way also. But even those people to whom the passage of
time symbolises something less than a magical event must admit the

exceptional importance of such a moment. We are entering now the New
Era - the era of democracy. human rights and world peace.

The passing time of this century was related to too much of murder-
ous antisocial experiments like Fascism and Communism. It was the time
of dictatorships. wars. abuses against human rights and human dignity,
time of violence and disgrace. It was century of blood. sweat and tears.
Not every century must be counted only in one hundred years. Ours, which
is outgoing now. started practically from the moment of the outbreak of the
First World War and has finished after disintegration of the Soviet Union
and Yugoslavia. So this century commenced and was completed in the
same city - Sarajevo.

Now-a-days the world has become similar to a “global village™ smaller

and closer to each country. without emerging boundaries. With the exist-
ence of the Internet, Satellite TV and mobile phone systems. peace and
openness became the indisputable necessity of our times. The 20th Cen-
tury was a century of hatred but the New Millennium must be seen as a
New Era of World Cooperation. That is a new style of thinking. a new idea.
These values should be achieved not through aggressiveness and violent

possession. but thanks to mutual and friendly cooperation. Not against
anybody but according to the will of everybody.

This truth should be accepted and adopted especially by the younger
generation. Youth should and must be free from hatred. They should have
the ability to rise above still existing divisions. They must posses the gift of
forgiving and asking for forgiveness: they must also posses the gift of how
to forget but without amnesia. We the people of the older generation-still
deeply sunk in the past - have no possibility to be apart from it. It can be
done only by the young people. The next millennium belongs to them.

With a hope,

Biographical Note: President Lech Walesa was born on September 29. 1943 in
In 1967 he moved to

It was there that he became

Popowo. Poland. He graduated from vocational school.
Gdansk and began working for the Gdansk shipyard.
a political activist. began organizing an independent. free trade union, and was

repeatedly detained by the police.

1990 Lech

Walesa was elected chairman of the Trade Union. and in December 1990 he was

In 1968 Lech Walesa led two protests in the Gdansk Shipyards.

elected president of the Republic of Poland.

President Walesa has been awarded honorary doctorates from 18 colleges and
universities. He is also the recipient of numerous international awards, e.g The
Philadelphia Medal of Freedom. The Norwegian Free World Award., The European

Award for Human Rights. and The Greek Trade Union Award.
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Message from

H.E. Dr. Oscar Arias

Former President of Costa Rica
Nobel Peace Laureate in 1987
December 3, 1999

As we welcome a new millennium. |
want to share with you a message of
hope. even if this hope must be tem-
pered with a recognition of the ever-
present impediments to peace. Because
In spite of the challenges that we face.
| am confident that non-violence and
humanism are the rightful heirs of the
new global era.

The twentieth century was the
bloodiest in human history. and we know that humanity cannot survive with
the values of the past years. Thus. as we begin a new epoch. we must be
guided by a new ethics. Greed. cynicism. and individualism have reigned
for too long. Now, with our courage and resolve. we must bring about a
fundamental shift in global priorities.

| do not believe that we. as a society. cannot overcome violence. We
can. It will involve many structural changes in the political and economic
systems that govern our lives. Moreover. it will involve changes in con-
sciousness and culiure. It begins with education. teaching our children the
values of peace: to be honest, to have politics with principle. and not to
resort to violence.

In the new millennium nonviolence is not only practical and desirable.
It Is necessary. Let us work with conviction and determination to make this
an era of humanism. Let us live in peace.

Biographical Note: Oscar Arias Sanchez was born in 1941. As a
student he engaged actively in the work of the National Liberation
Party. He received a Doctorate in England with a thesis on the subject
of "Who rules Costa Rica?” He is the author of a number of books and
articles on political and historical subjects.

Arias embarked on his political career in earnest in 1970. as assistant
to Jose Figueres. a former President. In 1972 he was Minister of
National Planning and Political Economy. In 1975 his party elected him
International Secretary and in 1979. as General Secretary.

Arias was elected President in 1986. As president he intervened
against the activities of U.S. -backed Contras on Costa Rican territory.
Arias has concentrated on engaging Nicaragua and the other Central
American states in a peace-making process. In 1987 Arias succeeded
in calling a new meeting at which he submitted his own peace plan and
received the Nobel Peace Prize Laureate.

THE ARIAS FOUNDATION
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Message from

Dr. Robert Muller

Chancellor Emeritus,
University for Peace

Robert G. Muller is currently Chan-
cellor Emeritus of the University of
Peace in Costa Rica and a former UN
Assistant Secretary General. This in-
ternational civil servant and writer was
born in Belgium. During the second
world war he was a member of the
French underground movement and
received his Doctorate in Law and Eco-
nomics from the University of Stras-
bourg.

From 1948 he served in numerous capacities in the United Nations
until his retirement after 33 years from the post of Assistant Secretary-
General of the United Nations. In 1989 he received the UNESCO Prize for
Peace Education. There are 29 Robert Muller Schools. and
Dr. Muller is called “The Father of Global Education”

DREAM FOR THE YEAR 2000

| dream
That during the year 2000
Innumerable celebrations and events
Will take place all over the globe
To gauge the long road covered by humanity
To study our mistakes and to find feats
Still to be accomplished

For the full flowering of the human race
In peace. justice and happiness.

| dream
That the Third millennium

Will be declared and made
Humanitys First Millennium of Peace.

| dream
That the year 2000
Will be declared World Year of Thanksgiving
By the United Nations (adopted Nov 97 by the UN)

| dream
That all beliefs and cultures
Will join their hands, minds and hearts
In an unprecedented. universal
Bimillennium Celebration of Life.

| dream
That on 1 January 2000
The whole world will stand still
In prayer. awe and gratitude
For our beautiful. heavenly Earth
And for the miracle of human life.

Dr. Robert Muller
Chancellor Emeritus,
University for Peace of the United Nations
Former UN Assistant Secretary General
November 30,1999
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UBILSNIUM

PEACE FOR A THOUSAND YEARS

Message from THE PRESIDEMT OF JUBILLEMIUA
28 December 1999

To usher in the new millennium, Jubillenium is sending a message of
hope and blessing to the Dhammakaya Foundation. Jubillenium is a
global organization dedicated to promoting a culture of peace, non-
violence, tolerance. friendship and brotherhood among all people, re-
ligions and nations. It is certain that combined with the meditations,
thoughts of peace and lighting of 200.000 candles, that the Dhammakaya
Foundation is offering a sincere message of peace. | believe that at
this beginning of the next thousand years we will make it a beginning
of light that will bathe the world in peace. | know that all the support-
ers of the Dhammakaya Foundation will continue their work for World
Together we will bring about peace and a new millennium

Peace.

filled with joy and tolerance.

Yehoram Ben-Shalom

President

S18URN

Ao lasy lwu-yany
ﬂ‘szmugﬁmautﬁﬂu

ve SUMAN LECK

e gurgavisasseiva
yDatauilpnademdulieANYIITOUIR  LATENWIBNIINTIYATE

s33ume adataulisudussanssziulaniiyedeaiuinussaunazaufinm

=4 € - [

malilfanuguuss anuminudy e wazanuduidudesiunng
AL NAFNEUILAINAEEINR  touaztszanuiuldmensufoRssy duf-
awlula wazuasadedisy woo,ooo LAl FwalidsIsumumasniy
fuamduuisduinmetneaidanssd  dhwidiBainnsBuduvemieiul
Tranthil azduanidusuresiaainedeazdrsednliidinduianaaslan

TN IR AT YUY aTSsIIUMBATReauRaUiiD AR
gaslan ReTudafuihduinmuazasyinlfaiansaslridiinlyfena

JnuULasnn LuLTuAY

wlasy Wwu-s1asu

Ys5&51U

B
oot 1 HE VWORLD PEACE PRAYER SOCIETY

-

Message from

THE WORLD PEACE PRAYER SOCIETY
The Goi Peace Foundation

It gives me great pleasure to convey my best wishes to the
Dhammakaya Foundation and all the peace loving people gathered for
the auspicious ceremony of 200,000 Peace-Candle Lighting Celebra-
tion on UN-World Peace Day held in Thailand.

The World Peace Prayer Society and The Goi Peace Foundation
share your goal of world peace with a belief that peace begins in the
mind of each individual. Events such as yours. together with the
efforts of like minded people around the world. will no doubt stimulate
the global trend toward a culture of peace in the new millennium. The
light and energy of the collective prayers for world peace emitted from
your grand gathering will be a tremendous benefit and encourage-
ment for the whole world.

It Is time for humanity to move on from an era of war, conflict and
competition. to an era of peace. harmony and cooperation. Let us
together build a truly peaceful and sustainable world. where our chil-
dren and future generations can freely express their individuality while
living in harmony with one another and with all life on earth.

We wish you every success of the Celebration. and join you in
spirit with the prayer, May Peace Prevail on Earth.

Hiroo Saionji
President
The World Peace Prayer Society

The Goi Peace Foundation
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Message from Phrarajbhavanavisudh
President of the Dhammakaya Foundation

re

It is a time to rejoice, a time that brings joy to countless millions of
people celebrating all over the world.

It Is a great pleasure for me to send you greetings and to wish
you and your families a peaceful new milennium and a prosperous
new century. This will prove to be the millennium to mark the unique
and impressive great strides of the human race in its search for the
“gem of all gems,” the means to world peace.

Two hundred thousand candles have been lit here tonight by the
hands of peace loving people from around the world. These people.
who are part of history in the making. have found their spiritual inner
light of peace and joy through the medium of meditation. Through

meditation the mind becomes bright and clear as crystal. Those
experiencing this brightness see our global environment in a totally
new and refreshing way. Previously unknown peace and happiness

are revealed. Solutions to questions hitherto unanswered are found
easily. Through meditation we can develop our higher consciousness
so that we can see all things more clearly.

Our greatest asset is our passion for world peace. This passion
for peace, shared by many in the world. is the first step on the road
toward lasting peace on earth. This first year of the new Millennium
has been declared by the United Nations as the “International Year
for a Culture of Peace.”

Meditation Is for everyone, it is a means of connecting the hearts
and souls of all people regardless of race. culture or religion and to
unify their differences. Now it is time to welcome a great new day
and new dawn of peace, filled with a great new light to illuminate the
souls, minds and hearts of all humankind.

May everyone experience inner peace. good health and success
in their endeavours, and have great faith in the possibility of a truly
peaceful world. May everyone share love, spread kindness and un-
derstanding. and make the world a better and safer place. May all the
people of the entire planet be filled with joy and true happiness and
peace of mind. May we all lead virtuous lives and unite together in
establishing real long and lasting world peace as a gift and a legacy
to the children of the world for generations to come.

Biographical Note: Phra Rajbhavanavisudh is the Founder of the Dhammakaya
Foundation and World Dhammakaya Centre. The premise of the Dhammakaya
Foundationi as lead by Phra Rajbhavanavisudh is World Peace Through Inner Peace.
He was born in 1944 at Singhburi Province and graduated with a Bachelor Degree
in Agricultural Economics from Kasetsart University. Following graduation. he de-
voted his life to spiritual fulfillment and began teaching meditation as a way to attain
inner peace. Phra Rajbhavanavisudh was awarded an honorary Doctorate Degree
from Maha Chulalongkorn Rajvithayalai in 1994 for his successful work contribu-

tions to the country.
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8 DAWN OF PFEACE

200,000 Peace-Candle Lighting Ceremony

Celebrating The United Nations World Peace Day
1 January 2000 23:59 hrs. Dhammakaya Foundation World Headquarters, Thailand

Programme

Place: Maha Dhammakaya Cetiya
December 31,1999

22:00 hrs Honourable Guests are invited to the grounds of the Maha Dhammakaya Cetiya
2215 hrs Welcoming Speech to all Guests
22:20 hrs Parade depicting United Nations Member States march on to the grounds

of the Maha Dhammakaya Cetiya

Procession of Torches of World Peace from all regions of Thailand
23:00 hrs Millennium Speech of H.E. Mr. Kofi Annan (Voice).

Secretary General of the United Nations

Peace Message from H.E Mr. Lech Walesa,

Nobel Peace Laureate 1983 and former President of Poland

read by H.E. Ambassador of Poland

Message of Peace from Dr. Oscar Arias. Nobel Peace Laureate
And former President of Costa Rica read by H.E. Mr. Padung
Padamasankh, Former Ambassador of Thailand

Message from Dr. Robert Muller, Chancellor Emeritus:
University for peace of the United Nations and former
Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations
Read by Mrs. Marcia M. Brewster, Senior Economics Affairs
Officer of the United Nations
23:30 hrs Meditation and Prayer for World Peace
23:59 hrs Honourable Guests light the Opening Peace-Candle followed by 200.000 Peace
Candles lightened up by all people in the ground of Maha Dhammakaya Cetiya

January 1, 2000

00:10 hrs Address to mark the beginning of UN World Peace Day and
the International Year for the Culture of Peace

00:30 hrs Festive Fire works display

01:00 hrs Closing
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Representatives Who Light the Opening Peace Candle

1. Mrs. Marcia M. Brewster Senior Officer, Sustainable Development Division. Department of Eco
nomics and Social Affairs United Nations Headquarters and President,
Group on Equal Rights for Women in the United Nations

2. H.E. Mr. Jerzy Surdykowski Ambassador of the Republic of Poland

3. H.E. Mr. Padung Padamasankh Former Ambassador of Thailand and Main Representative of Dhammakaya
Foundation to the United Nations

4. Dr. Paul Trafford Protessor of Derby University and Advisory Commitiee of International

Interfaith Center, Oxford, UK.



